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       We are all facing this world wide lockdown, something that has never happened before.  Many are locked down in their homes; isolated from others, not allowed
to venture out into the streets, let alone travel to other states or provinces! Businesses, stores, schools, parks, churches, temples, mosques and so much more are
closed indefinitely in Thailand.  Even in the remote tribal villages of Thailand, the villagers are told to stay in their own bamboo homes and not to congregate around
the village.  One enterprising young village pastor decided to broadcast his church service including his sermon via a loudspeaker so that the church members could
listen and worship in each of their homes. Not sure what the non-Christians in the village thought about it, but that is one way to get the gospel message blasted out to
everyone in the village!

       Thailand appears to have very few cases of Covit 19.  According to Worldometer today, May 14th, 2010, there are 3,018 confirmed cases with 56 deaths and
2,850 recovered.  From my studies, it appears that many Covit cases in U.S. and Canada include people with other complications resulting in their deaths.  In Thailand
however, they tend to downplay the cases perhaps to restore tourism and Thailand's image for the future. 
This does not make it any less restrictive though. Thais being very compliant and fearful, all wear masks when out, stay out of stores except for buying groceries and
supplies and the military government have basically closed down just about everything.  We are under a stiff curfew and must not venture out after 10 pm until 6 am
with very heavy penalties if caught out.  Alcohol is not allowed to be sold and bars and nightclubs are all closed down.  Thai schools have been closed down until July
or later.  International schools rely on their students to continue studying online by themselves until the summer break or later. That is what my three grandsons in
Bangkok are doing now and they admit it is getting pretty boring.

       Most worrisome to Thais is the huge number of people who are out of work and without salaries.  Only professionals who are able to work online from home and
online businesses are doing ok. Since Thailand is still a nation of common labourers, workers and farmers, they are the ones who suffer the most. The Thai
government is now offering some compensation for Thai citizens laid off from work.  However, migrant workers from Myanmar, Laos and Cambodia can not receive
these benefits and are really suffering.  Our Beulah Church in Chiangmai is composed of many migrant workers from Myanmar and tribal people from Thailand who
are also out of work now. They are really struggling to pay their rent and bills.

       In April, we were able to help them out a little.  Along with myself, and others, we donated rice, food supplies and funds to help out these families at least until next
month.  It was very encouraging to see Hui Bong Christian village sell their rice to us at a low price and donate bags of rice also to help out our city Beulah Church
members. What a reversal of fortunes! Right now it is better to live in a poor tribal village where you can grow your own vegetables, rice and fruit than to be in the big
city where you have to buy everything!  Beulah Church members were so touched, encouraged and lifted up by these small gestures of love and concern for them. 
The church board prayed for each family and our pastor went to visit them one by one.  

       Another wonderful development is that we also encouraged church members to give out the food packages to their Buddhist neighbours who are out of work and
to show love and care for them too.  The packages contain a Bible tract as well as basic food supplies. The people are so touched by this small gesture.  This is
happening in other places in Thailand too.  We need your help to continue this project for the next few months since many will still be out of work for sometime.  I am
also concerned for people in Myanmar and especially our FLC evangelists and their ministries.  These past two months, I donated almost all my own salary to send
evangelists some help. If you could help these FLC dedicated evangelists and their outreach, the potential impact will be tremendous! 

       My own situation is also a reversal of fortune. I was living alone in Chiangmai. I flew down to Bangkok mid- March to help my youngest grandson with his school
work for two weeks. I only packed a few clothes for the trip. Then, the lockdown and travel ban came into effect. My air ticket was cancelled and I couldn't return to
Chiangmai.  So, whereas many are isolated alone in lockdown, I am in the opposite situation - living in lockdown with seven other people: my daughter Sonya, son-in-
law Jason and three grandsons, Aidan, Jacob and Lucas plus two Rawang girls, Atang and Esther.  Sonya set up her law office in the children's playroom,  Jason
works online in their bedroom, Aidan studies in his room, Jacob, Lucas and I work and study in the living/dining area.  Recently, I had to move Lucas to my downstairs
bedroom, since Jacob and others were distracting him too much.  I set up the piano bench for his chair and a narrow side table for his desk.  Lucas likes bouncing
vigorously on my bed after finishing each assignment! I realize this is God's plan for me to help Lucas with his school work which is quite difficult for him. I also teach
him Bible and plan to teach the other boys soon too.  It is not easy living together in close quarters with so many people and with no outdoor yard in downtown
Bangkok.  It is quite an adjustment for all of us. Yet I also realize this is a special time God has given us to grow closer as a family and to love, help and support each
other.      

       As we are approaching what I believe is the beginning of the last days before Jesus returns, we can become very discouraged by all the difficulties we are facing,
the uncertainty and the corruption, immorality and unbelief of so many.  However, the Great Reversal is also possible! We can reach out positively with the practical
love and compassion of Jesus to the people around us. And to a world hungering for love, purpose and hope, we can use creative ways to boldly proclaim Jesus and
His coming kingdom.         

If you spend yourselves on behalf of the hungry and satisfy the needs of the oppressed,
Then your light will rise in the darkness and your night will become like the noonday.

The Lord will guide you always; 
He will satisfy your needs in a sun-scorched land and will strengthen your frame.

You will be like a well-watered garden, like a spring whose waters never fail.
Your people will rebuild the ancient ruins and will raise up the age-old foundations;

You will be called Repairer of Broken Walls, Restorer of Streets with Dwellings"
Isaiah 58: 10-12 (NIV)

       May God fill you with His Love, His Joy and His Peace, and keep you safe in His arms,
       
       Beverley
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        Below is a brief article about the plight of migrant workers in Thailand that is worth reading.
        https://asiatimes.com/2020/04/thailands-migrant-workers-at-risk-during-pandemic/
       
       The second article is interesting about the plight of elephants in Thailand. This news has gone worldwide!  What makes it special is that the elephants are headed
home to Hui Bong village. This is the village that donated rice to Beulah Church, I visited there many times, home to evangelist Somsak and Suradet and many FLC
ministry projects!
       
        https://globalnews.ca/news/6915620/thai-elephants-return-home/

 

For tax deductible donations

U.S.A. :
Doug Lins, FLC Treasurer
P.O. Box 630382
Highlands Ranch, CO 80163
E-mail: doug.d.lins@gmail.com

For donating in U.S.:
http://frontierlabourers.org/  

CANADA:
David Kindy, FLC Treasurer
P.O. Box 35
Selkirk, ON  N0A 1P0
Tel.: 905-776-3847
E-mail: flccanadatreasurer@gmail.com

"To donate now by credit card or PayPal in Canada and receive a tax receipt,  CLICK HERE."

"CLICK HERE" , above, connects to this web site:
https://www.canadahelps.org/en/charities/frontier-labourers-for-christ-canada/

Thank you so much!  May God bless and guide you continually!
"Do everything in Jesus name." Col. 3:17

www.frontierlabourersforchrist.org/
Mission DVD available
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