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Eating and Reflecting 

Yesterday I (Chris) attended our newcomers lunch at church. I sat at a table with my
friend Joe. Joe is a remodeler and works with our friend Mathieu. Mathieu and Joe
remodelled our kitchen last February (and we love it). As some of you might
remember, Joe began to walk with Jesus in November 2021. We had been praying
for him and his search as well as for Mathieu who had opportunities to walk with
him in that journey as they worked together. We get to be part of Joe’s discipleship
in small ways and appreciate continuing to have contact with him and see how he is
growing as a disciple. Joe was at the newcomers lunch because I invited him. Joe
told me that he would like to get baptized and get more connected with the church.
Sitting next to Joe caused me to reflect on our ministry here and the vision of
developing movements of disciples. 

We came to Quebec with a vision to see movements of multiplication of disciples develop
among Francophones. Since then this vision has grown, developed and been reshaped as
we serve in partnership with our local church and Je Suis Deuxieme. Few things have
turned out like we thought and certainly not in the timeline we had in mind. But in the end
God has been working out his plan and not ours, for which we are grateful. 

In reflecting on developing or catalyzing waves of disciple-making where disciples are
focused on walking in obedience with Jesus as their Lord and Saviour (mature and on
mission with Jesus), we thought about some of the key elements of this vision that we are
seeing in practice. 

The first key element is to prayerfully focus on seeking out people of peace; people who
are prepared by God. If God is the Lord of the Harvest then it stands to reason that he is
already at work in the harvest ahead of us preparing the way. If we want to be part of a
movement of the Spirit then we need to be where the Spirit of God is working. We need to
be seeking out those that are searching and ready to hear the Gospel. 

The second key element is the idea of casting out our line or testing the water. In seeking
out people who are searching we need be ready to talk about Jesus, who he is and the
difference he has made in our lives. At the same time we need to test the waters in our
conversations to see if people are interested, ready or closed to engaging in talking about
spiritual things at a deeper level. In recent conversations with neighbours and others the
weather has given us an opportunity to test the waters. In discussing the weather, the
uniqueness of seasons and the beauty all around us we’ve noted our strong conviction
that there must be a creator behind all of this. These remarks have been met with
agreement but not necessarily a willingness to go deeper. We want to take advantage of
when a window opens to talk about Jesus, but we need to be wise in identifying if the
other person is giving us a green light to go ahead, a yellow light that maybe they are not
quite ready or a clear red light that they are not ready or open. 

A third key element is the idea of reaching groups and desiring to see multiplication. As
we connect with people who are open to deeper spiritual conversations we want to invite
them to discover who Jesus is as revealed to us in Scripture. But we don’t want to just
invite them to discover in a silo, but to see whether there might be others of their family or
friends (their circle of influence) who might also be open. In this way we are hoping to see
the Gospel penetrate groups of people as opposed to just one person at a time. Through
a person of peace we pray that the Gospel will be introduced to a larger group and
continue to grow from group to group as disciples are formed who then form other
disciples (a movement of multiiplication). One of the leaders at our church Jean-Francois
started a Discovery Bible study with a number of his neighbours. All except one person in
that group has committed their life to Christ. Since then at least three of those new
disciples are looking to start their own Discovery Bible studies with people from their
circles. This is incredibly exciting as we see the Gospel begin to spread out beyond our
reach and begin to multiply.  

In the midst of all of this is the fourth element that missionaries and disciple-makers need
to keep in mind. At some point we will need to shift gears from focusing primarily on
helping people discover who Jesus is to empowering new disciples, caring for and
coaching them and developing leaders who can continue to shepherd movements that
are beginning to take off. As a church we are beginning to experience this as a few mature
disciples have begun to actively engage in disciple-making and new believers, like Joe,
are reaching out to their circles and starting to invite people to discover Jesus with them. 

These are just the first four that we have seen and have needed to be reminded of all
along this journey. There are more, but we’ll leave it there for now except to repeat that
the core element that surrounds all of this is prayer. Prayer is where we start, it is how we
seek the Lord’s direction and discern where he is leading (and where he is working). It is
how we align ourselves with him as we serve in his harvest. It is how we intercede for
those we are discipling and for those they are reaching out to and where we battle the
powers and principalities that are opposing this work of the Lord. 

Pray with us for in this vision of catalyzing movements of disciple-making in our region

(les Laurentides). Pray as we work together with our local church. And pray for Joe as he

continues to discover who Jesus is, grow as his disciple and introduce him to others in his

circle. 

Pray with us for our region and for Quebec
Ministry Vision: To see all people living in our region, les Laurentides, (and
throughout Quebec) have the opportunity to hear the Gospel, see it lived

out in their midst and be discipled.

Ministry Mission: To work in partnership with others to catalyze
movements of multiplication of disciples who are mature and on mission

in our region (les Laurentides) and across Quebec.

Other Prayer Needs

Pray for Joe as he desires to get baptized. Pray for him in this
process and pray for his wife who is not a believer and is very
sceptical about his faith.
Pray for us as we visit three of our partner churches, family and
individual partners over the next 2.5 weeks (Feb 24 to March 12).
Pray for Chris and the leaders of Ecclesia as they continue to
develop the vision for the church and the structures and strategies
for seeing movements of disciple-making spread across our region.
Pray for us as we continue to seek People of Peace in our
neighbourhood and in our city. 
Pray for a new missionary or missionary couple to join us and
Ecclesia in our vision for this region. 
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