Crafting Your Testimony Evening Service, March 1%, 6 p.m.

CRAFTING YOUR TESTIMONY

WHAT IS ATESTIMONY?

A testimony is a written or oral statement that gives evidence as to one’s experience; bearing
witness to the truth as you’ve experienced it (e.g. a courtroom testimony, one’s ‘last will and
testament,’ a religious testimony). As Christians experience Jesus through faith in the Gospel
they can testify of many things: God’s faithfulness, deliverance or provision, a call to ministry,
etc. Fundamentally we testify of our conversion.

WHAT IS CONVERSION?

Think of ways ‘to convert’ is used in English? What happens in conversion?
No one is born a Christian; we must all become one through faith in the Gospel.

Read: Col 1:13; Eph 2:1/4, 11/13. How do these describe being converted from sinner to
saint? A similar word for change is transformation (metamorphosis). At its
heart, conversion is a miracle, a work of grace (Eph 2:5). We need to hear,
believe, turn and trust. (Trust is always a moment but often appears, along
with first hearing, believing, being convicted of sin, as a process). Calvin
described conversion, or justification, as the “hinge on which salvation
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turns.” Like a coin, two core things happen in conversion. Read Mk 1:15.
What are they?

Because there is only one way of salvation; yet we all come from different places, how is every
conversion ‘unique yet uniform’?

FAMOUS BIBLE CONVERSION TESTIMONIES

There are many conversions in the Bible. Two famous places to find biblical conversions are
Acts 9 (Paul) and Acts 16 (Lydia, slave girl, Philippian jailer). How were each unique and yet
uniform? Why is biblical teaching and example important for establishing credible
conversions?

Learning from historic and contemporary conversions are also useful.
THE VALUE OF ATESTIMONY
Testimonies have a variety of uses:

Personal Assurance Baptismal Preparation

Membership Application Praise (Private/Public)
Gospel Partnership Evangelism
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WRITING YOUR TESTIMONY

Follow the KIS principle: keep it simple! N
Write it down, condense, refine/practice, commit to memory... share! //

Remember, avoid selfish non-biblical language, give God the glory because .
“salvation is of the LORD” (Ps 3:8)! Say ‘Jesus saved me’ rather than ‘l was @//J
saved.’ Be clear, concise, theologically accurate, simple, yourself! Use

biblical language where possible yet maintain everyday language to be relevant.

Be evocative! Draw your listener into the goodness of Christ (Ps 34:8).

Template/Questions (or Before, During and After Trusting Christ):

HEAR: When did you first hear of the Gospel of Jesus Christ?
e What was your religious background? What had you thought/known about Jesus?
BELIEVE: When/How did you come to accept the Gospel was true?

e What awakened you to the truth of the Gospel (books, meeting, speaker, people...)?
e What did you come to see about God and yourself in light of the Gospel?

TURN: Why/When did you turn from your sins?

e What were you like? (friends, family, interests, habits...)

e What were your priorities? What did you look to for meaning, hope and security?

e What did God use to open your eyes to your sinfulness (circumstances, Bible verse,
friend, evangelist, preacher...)?

TRUST: How/When did you trust in Jesus alone for salvation?

e What need led you to turn and trust? Why did you stop trusting in yourself?
e Whatin Jesus were you trusting for? What about Jesus drew you to Him?

BAPTISM: When did you publicly demonstrate your faith?

e How has Christ changed/affect your life: relationships, attitudes, desires, thoughts?
e Whatdid it meantjoin the Church?

SHARING YOUR TESTIMONY

When/where might you share your testimony evangelistically? AW

What mode might you use (oral, written)? What hooks, talking points or /
bridge builders can you use to begin or initiate your testimony? /

Ideally, you want to be able to offer ‘an elevator speech.’ Share your
testimony in less than a minute. What evangelistic value is there in //

sharing your testimony?
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