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OVERVIEW: Esther 
 

CONTEXT: Esther is an anonymous story set some 100 years 
after the Exile in the Persian capital of Susa. Here a small 
Jewish community remains as part of the diaspora (the 
Dispersion), clusters of Jews who did not return to Jerusalem 
but remained abroad amongst the nations (see Pentecost, Acts 
2). 
 

The interesting thing about Esther is that God is not once 
mentioned (though one scholar noted His name [Yahweh] was 
hidden as an acrostic). Whatever may be the case, as we read the 
book we’re meant to see God’s providence, His hidden and yet 
superintending activity guiding the story. 
 

TIMELINE: Esther is placed between Ezra 1–6 (Haggai and 
Zechariah) and Ezra7–Nehemiah (Malachi) 
 

Approx. Post-Exilic Leaders and Prophets and Persian Kings 
Character(s) Prophet King Book 
Zerubbabel 
(Governor) 
Return in __ BC 

Haggai 
Zechariah 

Cyrus II (550–
529 BC)  
Cambyses II 
(529–522 BC) 
Darius I (522–
486 BC) 

Ezra 1–6 

  Xerxes I (486–
465 BC) 

 

Esther (Queen) 
and Mordecai 
(Leader) 

 Artaxerxes 
I(Ahasuerus) (c. 
465–425 BC) 

Esther 

Ezra (Scribe) 
60 years after 
Zerubbabel 

Malachi? Xerxes II (c. 
425–424 BC) 

Ezra 7–10 
Malachi? 

Nehemiah 
(Governor) 
13 years after 
Ezra 

Malachi? 
 

Darius II (423–
404 BC) 

Nehemiah 
Malachi? 

 
 

FIRST, A.M. SERMON RECAP (Zechariah 9:9–15) 

 When did Zechariah prophesy and why does it matter? 

 How does this prophesy speak of Jesus, the Gospel, His 
Kingdom? 

 When Jesus came the first time he came riding on a 
_________. At his second coming the Bible speaks of him 
riding a ___________. What is the difference? What does 
that speak to us? 

 Other?  
 

READ: Esther 2 
 

QUESTIONS:  
1. Because of a drunken rage and his desire to show off in front of his 

officials, King Ahasuerus is queenless. Ch. 2 recounts how this is 
address and how Esther (vv. 1–18) and Mordecai through Esther 
(vv. 19–23) come to occupy the Kings ear and thus set the scene for 
being able to deliver the Jews. 

2. How would you describe King Ahasuerus in ch.1? 
3. Vv. 1–4- This “beauty contest” is actually…? What is a 

harem? (contrast with v. 14). 
4. Why is the story of Esther NOT a moral example? 
5. Vv. 5–11- Do you think Mordecai was happy that his 

relative was taken, he did care for her (v. 11)? 
6. Why was Esther taken (v. 7)? Why do you think the chief 

eunuch showed her favour (v. 9)? Why do you think God 
showed Esther favour (v. 10 and 3:6)? 

7. Think about 4:14, how does a knowledge of God’s 
providence help us live the Christian life? 

8. Vv. 12–18- Did Esther find favour with the king [wince] 
and why?  

9. If Esther isn’t a moral example, what example is she to 
us? (4:16) 

10. Vv. 19–23- What platform did this then provide the Jews? 
How does this story factor in later in the story? 

11.  How do the events in chs. 1–2 find their parallel in 9–10? 
12. How is Esther a reminder that God will preserve His 

own? 
NEXT TIME:  No LG until Jan 6, Matt 2- The Wise Men 

     Dec 16 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JydNSlufRIs&vl=en


 
 

 
 

 
 

 


