
 

Once Separated, Eph 2:11–12 

  

 

 
 
 

INTRODUCTION: Like ‘dead/alive’ in Eph 2:1–10, Paul 

continues to tell of what happened to the Ephesians; how the 

separated were united or those far off were brought near. This 

transition is marked by the ‘therefore’ of v. 1. Like 2:1–3, he first 

recalls who they were: Gentiles—Christless, stateless, friendless, 

hopeless and Godless. 

 

KEY WORD: separated, far off, remember, Gentile, without 
 

REVIEW: Chs. 1–3, Faith; chs 4–6, practice 

 

A.M. SERMON RECAP (Life Because of Grace, Eph 2:4–9)  
• Who were the Ephesians before/without grace? 

• Why is ‘But God’ so amazing? 

• What is the grace in view here? What are its blessings? 

• Like in ch.1, why did God show grace to His people? 

 

P.M. SERMON RECAP (Good Works, Eph 2:10) 

• Why can our good works not save us? 

• What is a good work? 

• How did God create us for good works? 

• How are our good works proof of God’s re-creation? 

 

READ: Eph 2:11–12 
 

QUESTIONS 
1. Eph 2:1-3 describe all humanity while Eph 2:11–12 specifically 

describe non-Jewish unbelievers who were doubly alienated. In 
light of this there are two things Paul wants the Ephesians (and 
any Gentile) to remember. 

2. What danger is there in forgetting something mundane, 
something important? Share a story. 

3. Is there something you’ll never forget? 
Remembrance #1- “at one time” 
4. An ongoing remembrance.  
5. What were the Ephesians? 

6. ‘Gentiles in the flesh’-A Gentile literally meant a Greek. It became 
synonymous with being an ethnic non-Jew. After the Fall/Babel 
the world was divided. By Grace, God is uniting people together. 

a. ‘Called uncircumcision’- The Jews has embraced the 
covenant sign of Abraham as a sign of superiority. They 
saw Gentiles as dogs who fueled the fires of hell. Consider 
some biblical examples: eating together (Gal 2:12), 
and the Temple courts (Acts 21:27–31). Others? 

7. Why is it dangerous to embrace such spiritual snobbery? 
8. Yet, what had the Jews forgotten about God’s promise to 

Abram? (Gen 12:1–4). 
9. Also, from Exodus to Christ, how many Gentiles can you 

think of who joined the Old Covenant community? 
10. While circumcision was important under the Old 

Covenant, what was and is now most important? (Dt 
10:16, Ro 2:25–29).  

Remembrance #2- “at that time” 
11. Paul lists 5 disabilities the Ephesians had. Reflect on 

each and then draw modern parallels:  
Disability Then Today 

Christless  
 

 

Stateless  
 

 

Friendless  
 

 

Hopeless  
 

 

Godless  
 

 

12. Remember x 2- Why does Paul not want us to forget our 
former life? Why must we remember who were? 

 

13. For evangelism- why do Gentiles need to hear the 
Gospel? How hopeless is their state? 

14. For salvation- what alone can Gentiles cry out to be 
saved? (Mk 10:48). 
 

NEXT WEEK: Feb 18- Eph 3:1–6, Paul’s Privilege, pt. I 

     Feb 11 

https://www.markdalebaptist.org/drippings-from-the-honeycomb/a-summary-review-of-ephesians

