
 

Divine Revelation, Eph 3:1–6 

  

 

 
 
 

INTRODUCTION: Paul had just shared about how in Christ 

those far off (Gentiles) had been brought near. What a contrast! 

Concluding that together Jews and Gentiles were being built into 

one spiritual temple (2:22), Paul was about to pray for the 

Ephesians. Suddenly he turns from them to himself (compare v. 1 

and v. 14+ and how the flow is picked back up). He goes into a 

related tangent at the mention of ‘Gentile’ to tell them about His 

divine revelation and divine commission. These are Paul’s 

privilege as “God’s grace…given” mark each subsection (v. 2, 

7). However, Paul is not boasting about himself, but sharing the 

divine origin of these things so the Gentile Ephesians might 

know that the message of their salvation was authentic.  

 

KEY WORD: grace, mystery, revelation, plan, people 
 

REVIEW: Chs. 1–3, Faith; chs 4–6, practice 

 

A.M. SERMON RECAP (Now United, Eph 2:13–18)  

• How did division enter the human experience? 

• Why were Jews and Gentiles separated? 

• How did Jesus solve the barrier that existed between God 
and man, Jew and Gentile? 

• Those in Christ, whether Jew or Gentile are now ___? (v.15)  

 

P.M. SERMON RECAP (One Kingdom, Family & Temple, 
Eph 2:19–22) 

• God created a new man (v. 15). What else did create? 

• How are these illustrations useful in learning about the 
Church? 

• Describe the building plan? Why is this essential? 

• How is the temple built? 

• How should Jew or Gentile marvel at what God has done? 

 

READ: Eph 3:1–6 
 

QUESTIONS 

1. What are tangents? Do you ever go off on them? Are 
they helpful? 

2. Read vv. 2:22-3:1 and then 3:14+. How can we see that Paul 
meant to pray for their building up (v. 22)? With the word 
“Gentile” (v. 1), why do you think he began a tangent? 

3. V. 1- “A Prisoner for Christ.”- This describes Paul’s first 
imprisonment, c. AD 62 (Acts 28), not his later imprisonment and 
death c. AD 65 (remembering he likely was released and went to 
Spain, Ro 15:24). How would you feel if you were unjustly 
imprisoned? How should we see persecution more as a 
blessing? Rather than be upset, how did Paul joyfully 
submit to God’s will in his imprisonment? How was he 
thinking more of others than himself in this situation? 
What lessons can this teach us when we find ourselves in 
places of hard Providence? 

4. V. 1- “On behalf of you Gentiles”- Paul isn’t mad but matter of 
fact. Why had Paul been arrested in the first place before 
he travelled from Jerusalem to Caesarea to Rome? Read 
Acts 21:28, 22:21.  

Divine Revelation 
5. V. 2- Paul is not being presumptuous. Rather, since his time in 

Ephesus, many new converts had been made, including in outlying 
villages, who did not know Paul. He was reminding them. His 
divine commission will be the focus of vv. 7–13.  

6. 3x Paul mentions the word mystery. In modern English, what 
is a mystery? 

7. A mystery in the Bible is something that was hidden but has now 
been revealed to man.  

8. V. 3- “As I have written briefly”- Paul has already shared the 
mystery in ch.2b. This mystery was revealed to him (Gal 2:2) and 
also to the other apostles and prophets (v. 5b, c.f. 2:20). God used 
these groups to convey His will, but now we have the Bible. Why 
is it important multiple people attested to this revelation and 
that it was rooted in the Old Testament?  Why is it 
encouraging to know that Paul’s message—indeed the 
Bible—is not manmade?  

9. V. 4a- again not presumption but communicating why he is so 
passionate about this and has such deep understanding of it. 
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10. V. 5a- Hold on! Hadn’t God already revealed about a fuller 
ingathering of the Gentiles into God’s kingdom? (i.e. Ruth has 
joined, etc). Read Gen 12:1–3, Ps 2:8, Isa 42:6, 49:6 to see 
how this was foretold. Are there any stories in Jesus’ 
ministry that also point to this? 

11. What a ‘mystery’! What then is Paul claiming? 
12. V.6- the mystery and answer to the puzzle (c.f. ch. 2b).  
13. While a fuller ingathering of the Gentiles into God’s 

people had been foretold, what radical detail had not?1 
14. How should we marvel at every aspect of all God’s 

revelations? 
15. How can we ensure we are always a church that 

welcomes and introduces anyone to Christ? 
16. How should a remembrance of who we once make us 

welcoming? 
 

NEXT WEEK: Feb 25- Eph 3:14–21, Paul’s Prayer 

 
1  
 
 
 

 
 
 


