Paul Prays Again, Eph 3:14-21

Feb 25

INTRODUCTION: Paul had gone on a tangent at the word
‘gentiles’ (8:1; the tangent can be seen in 3:1 and 3:14). How
could they be sure their salvation was authentic? Because of
Paul’s divine revelation and commission. In v. 14 he returns to a
prayer that would build them “together into a dwelling place for
God by the Spirit.” (2:22). This prayer concludes section one of
Ephesians. Section two will turn from belief to [corporate’]
behaviour. The prayer still teaches us much about God and also
about our prayer life. This is a most beautiful passage of the
New Testament.

KEY WORD: Father, ability, soul, growth, praise
REVIEW: Chs. 1-3, Belief; chs 4—6, Behaviour

AM. SERMON RECAP (Luke 15:11-32, George Bell)
e What was the sermon about?

e What were the key points?

e Key takeaways...? Questions to keep considering?

P.M. SERMON RECAP (Eph 8:7-13, Divine Commission)
e What grace was there in Paul’s commissioning?

e What three things was he commissioned to do?

e How is the Church his glory, why should it be ours?

READ: Eph 3:14—21

QUESTIONS

Opening, vv. 14—16a

1. Jesus’ disciples asked him, “teach us to pray.” Why do we need
to learn how to pray? What is a great way to learn how
to pray?

2. V. 14-“1 bow my knees”- The ancients normally stood for prayer,
except in urgent matters when they bowed. What attitude
should characterize our prayer?

3. V. 14b- “before the Father”- the One to whom we pray.

4. Paul grves two reasons why we can have confidence praying to the
Father: a) v. 15- literally ‘His whole family’ or adopted believers,
and b) v.16a- “the riches of His glory.”

5. If God is the believer’s father and has inexhaustible
resources, why should we approach Him with
confidence? (c.f. v. 12).

6. How does ‘bowing’ and ‘Father’ avoid two extremes in
prayer? (i.e. a distant reverence and a sloppy intimacy).

Petitions, vv. 16b—19

7. Paul makes four petitions, each beginning with ‘that...he” and ‘so
that Christ’ and ‘that you and ‘that you.” His prayer involves his
whole soul (will, heart and mind). What do you pray for and
how? Compare your prayers with Paul’s.

8. Petition #1-Resolve to do God’s Will (v.16). How weak can
Christians be at times, so tempted and pressured by the world!
How can we be like a Daniel or a Paul and not like a Peter or
a John Mark? When was the last time we prayed for
resolve or determination for fellow believers?

9. Petition #2- Establishment in Heart [inner being] (v. 17a).
Christ by His Spirit came to dwell in the believer’s heart when they
believed the Gospel. What is meant here then? How can Christ
take up a fuller residence in our lives? Is Christ at home in
your heart, are you making room for Him to settle?

10. Petition #3- Comprehend the Incomprehensible (v. 17b—19a).
Why would we need strength to comprehend what follows?
Why do we need to fathom God’s love?

11. “with all the saints”- why is this something we cannot engage
in alone? (Think back to the corporate purpose of the prayer,
2:22/3:14).

12. Imagine an adventurer exploring the ocean, mountains and valleys
of the earth. What is the widest, deepest, farthest,
highest? Could they ever discover everything?

13. What is the breadth, length, height and depth of
Christ’s love for the believer? (Think from where Jesus
came, the depths He went to, who is included, the heights to
which He has risen).

14. V. 19- How will we never exhaust our comprehension of
God’s love for the believer?
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15. Petition #4- To Be Filled (v. 19b). What room for growth is
there in the life of the Church/Christian?

16. Just as Paul began section 1 of Ephesians with a doxology (word
of praise), so too he ends it with a doxology (vv. 20—22).

17. Who is God? Can believers/the Church ever exhaust His
ability, power, love?

18. What should be our response to God, where (or amongst
whom) and for how long?

NEXT WEER: March 4- No LGs, prayer central



