Redemption, Eph 1:7-10

Jan 14

INTRODUCTION: Paul is in the midst of a long sentence of
praise. Having no concern that he is writing the Ephesians
about, he is free to comprehensively and concisely share the
Faith. As he contemplates these things he is lead to praise God
for the blessings the believer has in their new life in Christ
(order of salvation). The list of privileges/blessings begun in v.
4 continues...

Outline of vv. 3—14

Time Trinitarian Focus Subject
Past Father Election
Present Son Redemption
Future Holy Spirit Inheritance

KEY WORD: redemption, forgiveness, grace, purpose, union
REVIEW: Chs. 1-38, Faith; chs 4-6, practice

A.M. SERMON RECAP (Intro, Eph 1:1-2)

e ['rom whom is this letter written? Why should we pay
attention?

e To whom is this letter written? What important things does
Paul say about these believers?

e What spirit is this letter written in? How is peace through
grace a key to understanding the flow and content of the
letter?

e What is this letter about (v. 3)

P.M. SERMON RECAP (Election, Eph 1:3-6)

e What is the difference between earthly and spiritual (or
heavenly) blessings?

e What two privileges, or blessings, of the believer does Paul
celebrate? What do they mean?

e Whatis God’s purpose in these things? (v. 6a)
e What is our purpose in these things? (v. 4b)
e Do we praise God for our election and adoption?

READ: Eph 1:7-10

QUESTIONS

1. V. 7- we still use the language of redemption, or to ‘redeem’
something. How so?

2. As you read/study, think of how believers ought to bless

God for these privileges.

Redemption (in Greek) means ‘away + ransom.” It means to be far

from what you were rescued from (i.e. slavery and the penalty of

sin). A ransom (Mk 10:45) was a payment made to get out of dept

(i.e. slavery). Through His life, death and resurrection, Jesus paid

the Father what sinners had owed Him (perfection, penalty), so

that all who trust in Jesus may recerve His merits.

4. Why 1s blood necessary for redemption? (Heb 9:22). How does
redemption enable forgiveness. Why are they used
synonymously?

5. Vv. 7b—8a- God lavishly bestowed these riches on the elect believer.
How so? Discuss.

6. Can you think of any songs that celebrate redemption?

o

7. V. 8b—9- Redemption in Christ revealed a mystery (something
previously unknown that is now known); that Jesus would be the
means God had planned to unite “all things.”

8. V. 8b- What characteristics describe God’s plan that was
revealed?

9. Just as adoption was a blessing that segued from past to present,
here Paul uses union to segue from present to_future.

10. Union means ‘to gather together.’

11. Just as Jesus came “when the fulness of time had come” (Gal 4:4),
He will come again when “the fullness of time” 1s complete. What
factors might produce this ripe time to correspond to
His planned return?

12. “All things” cannot mean universalism (Jn 3:16/18). Why?

13. How is Jesus already gathering and yet will gather?

14. If not universalism, what then in “heaven and on earth”
will be united together in Christ’s rule in the New
Heavens and New Earth?

15. Revisit question 2. How many privileges were listed?

NEXT WEER: Jan 21- Eph 1:17-23, Prayer For



