
 

Philemon: Paul’s Appeal 

  

 

 
 
 

INTRODUCTION: Philemon is a dynamic letter, the shortest 
and most personal of Paul’s writings. So far we’ve learned about 
Paul and Philemon (vv. 1–3) and house churches (v. 2). We’ve 
also considered Paul’s fellowship with Philemon (vv. 4–7), were 
introduced to Onesimus (vv. 10–11), and learned what Philemon 
can teach us about tactfulness. In the vein of tactfulness, today 
we are going to consider the substance of Paul’s appeal to 
Philemon. 
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A.M. SERMON RECAP (Biblical Communication, Prov 16:24) 
• What is the waggle dance? How do bees communicate? 

• Why is godly communication so important? 

• Why does ungodly communication abound? 

• How can we become better communicators in the Gospel? 

 

P.M. SERMON RECAP (Philemon 1, Tactfulness) 

• What is tactfulness/tactlessness? 

• Why did Paul need to use tact? Why do we? 

• How did Paul use tact? What can we learn from this? 
 

REVIEW: Philemon 1:4–22 
 

QUESTIONS 
1. Recap: Why is Paul writing to Philemon? 
2. Paul is making an appeal (v. 9/10). What is his ultimate 

appeal? (v. 16). Why is Paul so forceful in his appeal? 
3. The Greek word for ‘appeal’ is parakaleó. It means to call (kaleó) 

beside (para). It can be translated strongly as ‘exhort’ or more 
softly as ‘comfort.’ Here, because Paul is making a request, it is 
translated as ‘appeal.’ 

4. What is an appeal? When do we/have we made them? 
5. Paul follows classic persuasion. Between the greeting (vv. 1–3) 

and the final greeting (vv. 23–25), Paul makes his appeal to 
Philemon: 1) establishing goodwill (vv. 4–7); 2) making a 
rationale case (vv.8–19) and then eliciting emotion (vv. 20–22). 

6. How is there wisdom in this wider approach when 
making an appeal? (How ought we not make appeals?). 

vv. 1–3 
1. How is Paul polite? 
2. How is Paul public? 
vv. 4–7, Goodwill.  
7. We’ve already considered these verses under the banner of 

fellowship. Here Paul seeks to establish good will.  
8. How does Paul genuinely love Philemon? 
9. How is goodwill different than flattery? 
10. How is it useful to establish good will before delving 

into the heart of an appeal? 
vv. 8–19, Rationale 
11. How is reasonableness a mark of a Christian? (Ja 2:17) 
12. V. 8–9a-How does Paul use liberty vs. compulsion?  
13. V.9b- How does Paul seek sympathy? 
14. V. 10–11- How is Paul spiritual?  
15. Vv. 12–14- How is Paul respectful? 
16. V. 15- How does Paul think providentially? 
17. V. 16–17- How is Paul relational? 
18. V. 18- How is Paul generous? 
vv. 20–22, Affection 
19. V. 20- How does Paul desire to see fruit in Philemon? 

20. V.21- How does Paul lean into Philemon’s character? 

21. V. 22- How does Paul leverage prayer and hospitality? 

vv. 23–25, Final Greeting 
22. Who are all these people (generally) and what might they 

know about this appeal? 
23. How does it help the appeal that it is brought by Tychicus 

(Col 4:7)? 
 

24. What have you learned biblically about making appeals 
that will help you the next time you have to make one? 

25. Are there other biblical appeals we can learn from?  
26. Prayers of petition are appeals to God (who is sovereign). What 

does Philemon teach us about prayer? 
 

NEXT WEEK: June 17- Phil 1:16–17, Reconciliation   
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