Philemon: Reconciliation

June 17

INTRODUCTION: Philemon is a dynamic letter, the shortest
and most personal of Paul’s writings. Less propositional and
more story than most letters, we've largely been reviewing its
themes. Today’s theme is reconciliation, or how the Gospel not
only changes lives but reshapes human relationships. Vv. 15-16
stand at the heart of Paul’s appeal.

KEY WORD: reconciliation, relationships, transformation

AM. SERMON RECAP (Jesus and the Law, Mt 5:17—20)
What is the Sermon on the Mount?
What law was fulfilled in Christ? What law remains?
What type of righteousness do we need?

P.M. SERMON RECAP (Philemon 1:10, Spiritual Fatherhood)
e What passages speak of [Paul’s’] spiritual fatherhood?
e How did Paul birth and grow spiritual children? Onesimus?
e Are we/how can we be spiritual fathers and mothers?

READ: Philemon 1:15—-16

QUESTIONS
1. Review: Why is Paul writing in the first place? What

had happened between Onesimus and Philemon?

2. As much as Paul wanted to keep Onesimus (v. 13), he couldn’t.
Why did Paul send him back (v. 12)?

3. How/why do people avoid relational issues?

4. What is the outcome of ‘sweeping things under the rug’?

5. The Gospel teaches us that wrongdoing simply cannot be swept
under the rug; reconctliation must be sought. Why?

6. The word ‘reconciliation’ is not used in this letter even though the

tdea 1s clearly present. Reconciliation (katallagé) means an

1 Secondary reasons may include: to be a useful servant (v. 11) or return as a co-
worker to Paul (v. 14). ‘In the flesh and in the Lord’ probably means their new bond
will change how they relate to one another inside and outside of the Church.

‘exchange or an adjustment,” a movement from enmaity to amity,
discord to peace. This 1s true relationally with others (horizontal)
and with God (vertical). Usages: Ro 5:11, 11:15; 2 Cor 5:18, 19.

7. Vv. 15—6- What is the primary reason why Paul wants
Onesimus to be reconciled to his master?’

8. Christian love stands behind these verses. In the corresponding
letter that Paul wrote to Colossae, he stressed this love. Read Col
1:8, 4, 9. What do they teach us about Christian love?

9. In Colossians Paul also wrote about the new humanity produced by
the Gospel (Col 3:10-11). What is this and how does
reconciliation enable it?

10.Is there a Christian (or non-Christian) that you need to
be reconciled to? How does this help our witness?

11. What do you do when reconciliation seems impossible?

12. Believer’s seek reconciliation after Jesus’ example (below), His
command, and also because they have been reconciled to God. A
new humanity, Christian love and reconciliation are all fruits of
experiencing a greater reconctliation.

13. Unlike his other letters, Philemon lacks any overt theology but that
doesn’t mean it isn’t shaping it.

14. Is theology shaping your worldview, character, choices

and decisions? How or how not?
15. In v. 18 we find the clear teaching of imputation, a crediting of

something that does not naturally belong to someone (2 Cor 5:21;
Ro 5:18). How does imputation occur when we believe
the Gospel?

16. Beyond all earthly relationships, have you been reconciled to
God?

NEXT WEER: June 24- Phil 1:6, 17, 23-25, Partnership and
Final Greetings



