Philemon: Partnership

June 24

INTRODUCTION: As we round oft Philemon today by
looking at the final greetings, we’ll consider a final theme:
partnership. We'll also take time to recap the book.

KEY WORD: partnership, fellow believers; blessings; lessons

A.M. SERMON RECAP (Christianity and Slavery, Philemon

1:16)

e Why has slavery existed since the Fall? How has God
regulated it?

e How does Paul use the Gospel to address slavery?

e How have/do Christians champion liberation?

P.M. SERMON RECAP (The Simpsons and PNG)

e Who are the Simpsons, why are they going to PNG?
e What Gospel need is there in PNG?

e Take aways from Adrian’s devotional.

READ: Philemon 1:6, 17, 23—25

QUESTIONS

Partnership

1. Once we are reconciled to God (last week’s LG questions) we are
adopted into His family and share in fellowshzp.

2. The word fellowship appears twice in this letter but as ‘sharing’
and ‘partner’ (vv. 6 & 17).

3. Fellowship (koinonia) means sharing, partnering, participation,
communion, close relationship, etc. It means sharing in Christ
through the bond of the Holy Spirit; actrve participation in the
common life of the Church (C.f. April 26 a.m. sermon on
Fellowship).

4. Inv. 6 1t is used to speak of one area Paul prays for Philemon. In
v. 17 it relates to Paul’s appeal.

5. Remembering Paul’s appeal (vv. 16), how does he use the

idea of ‘partner’?

6. If Philemon considered Paul a partner, how should he
view Onesimus?

7. While God gifts and calls believers differently, how are
we all equal at the foot of the Cross?

8. How does this partnership impact our shared life and
mission as a church?

Final Greetings

9. The corporate nature of these greetings adds godly pressure to
Paul’s appeal.

10. V. 23- Epaphras founded the church in Colossae (Col 1:7, 4:12).
Do you think he is in prison too, or just bound to Paul?

11. How does he demonstrate partnership? How are we ‘all
in this together’? Share some examples.

12. V. 24- Look up who these men are in a Bible dictionary.

13. What does the existence of these men teach us about
the extent of fellowship (including today)?

14. V. 25- Paul often concludes with a prayer or blessing like this.
Why would Philemon need this as he read the letter?

15. How do we bid farewell to fellow Christians?

Take Aways:

16. Vv. 1-3- What did we learn about the tamily of God? Who
were these people? How had they come to faith?

17.V. 2- Should we all worship in a house?

18. Vv. 4—7- What did we learn about fellowship?

19. Vv. 10—11- What did we learn about Onesimus and
usefulness?

20. What did we learn about the art of tactfulness?

21. What and how did Paul make his appeal?

22.V. 10- What did we learn about spiritual fatherhood and
personal discipleship?

23.V. 16—17- What did we learn about reconciliation?

24. What else did you learn from Philemon?

NEXT WEER: July 1- Prayer Central (Summer LGs will be
‘summer Psalms’).
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