
 

Philemon: Paul’s Fellowship 

  

 

 
 
 

INTRODUCTION: Paul has just introduced us to a Christian 
family in Colossae, a place he has never visited, though he 
knows the man who hosts the church in his home. We enter into 
the world of Philemon and Colossae. A key first step in making 
his appeal is to express gratitude for Philemon’s goodwill. Paul 
notes three positive qualities of Philemon: thanks for his love 
and faith, the sharing of his faith, and how he refreshes the 
saints.  
 

KEY WORD: Paul, Philemon, fellowship, prayer, joy 
 

A.M. SERMON RECAP (Philemon 1:1–3, The Family of God) 

• Who is Paul and Timothy? 

• Who is Philemon and family? 

• How did Paul and Philemon know each other? 

• What does Philemon’s family need the grace and peace of 
God? 
 

P.M. SERMON RECAP (Philemon 1:2b, Should we all be a 
house churches?) 

• What does the word ‘church’ mean? 

• What are modern house churches and why did they begin? 

• Recount the history of Christian meeting places in your own 
words? Why have they met where they have? 

• Should we all be house churches?  
 

READ: Philemon 1:4–7 
 

QUESTIONS 
vv. 4–5- Prayer 
1. V. 4- What are things we commonly pray for? 
2. Do we regularly thank God for our fellow believers? 

What might prevent this? Why should we? 
3. V. 5- What things can cause us to thank God for our fellow 

believers? What is mentioned here? 
4. What does love and faith toward Jesus look like? 

5. What does love and faith toward all the saints look like? 
6. Thinking back to v. 2, what is one practical illustration of 

this? What might it have looked like? Why might he have 
done it? 

7. What other ways may Philemon have shown love and 
faith toward God and saints? 

8. Love for ‘all the saints’ would mean those in Colossae. Looking 
at a Bible map, what other Christians might Philemon 
shown love for? (Col 4:13). 

9. V. 6- Sharing 
10. V.6- Paul introduces the word sharing (or partnership or 

fellowship [koinonia]). He will importantly return to this in v. 17. 
11. How does sharing our faith enable fellow Christian to 

gain a ‘full knowledge’ of ‘every good thing’ in Christ? 
12. Refreshment 
13. V. 7- ‘for’- is linked to the previous, i.e. why Paul and the saints 

are refreshed by Philemon. 
14.  Can you think of someone who is always talking about Jesus 

and always interested in others? How was Philemon like 
this? 

15. Is it any wonder Paul wanted to visit his home (v. 22).  
16. How can we become more like Philemon (like Jesus)? 
17. Heart here is deeper than cardia (heart) and means innards.  
18. Why is it encouraging to see others mature into 

Philemon’s? 
19. Why is it so refreshing to be around Christians like him? 
The Test 
20. In v. 8 Paul is going to turn directly to his appeal. When 

broaching a difficult matter, how can it be wise to build good 
will, focus on what we hold in common, etc? Share real or 
hypothetical examples of when you have done this. How did 
it go? 

21. …If Philemon is all of these things, how do you think he 
might respond to Paul’s appeal? 

22. How do crises reveal whether we have a truly Christlike 
character or not? 

 

NEXT WEEK: May 27- Philemon 1:10–11, Onesimus: Useless to 

Useful 

     May 20 


