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INTRODUCTION: Paul loved his friend Philemon. He also 
loved his new friend Onesimus. This study explores Philemon’s 
relationship to Onesimus (and vice versa) and their relationship 
with Paul. Onesimus was a useless runaway slave. Hiding in 
Rome he had been converted under Paul and became useful to 
Paul and Philemon. This exploration introduces us to Onesimus 
while at the same time seeing how Paul develops his appeal.  
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A.M. SERMON RECAP (Ezk 37, The Revival We Need) 
• What was Israel facing at this time? 

• What was God promising in the New Covenant? 

• How do sinners need revival? 

• How do saints need revival? 

 

P.M. SERMON RECAP (Some Titles of the Holy Spirit) 

• What is the difference between a name and a title? 

• How is the Holy Spirit?: Helper; Guide; Teacher; Witness; 
Intercessor 
 

READ: Philemon 1:8–16 (Focus: 10–13, 15) 
 

QUESTIONS 
vv. 21–22 
1. What does ‘uselessness’ mean? Describe something that 

is useless. 
2. V. 11- Why do you think Onesimus was useless in the 

home?  
3. How was he going against God’s design for slaves in a 

household? (c.f. Col 3:22–25). 
4. On slavery see our recent LG questions from Ephesians here.  
5. How do you think a useless slave made Philemon’s home 

feel? (i.e. why he needed grace and peace, v. 3). 
6. Since Philemon is depicted as a benevolent Christian (vv. 4–7, 22), 

this was likely unprovoked. 

7. V. 18- What may Onesimus have done that led him to 
flee? 

8. Outside of Christ, how are people useless and do useless 
things? What useless things do people do/did you do 
before your conversion?  

9. To keep order and prevent uprisings, the punishment for a fugitive 
slave could be beating, imprisonment or death. 

10. If you were trying to hide from someone, where would 
you go? Why do you think Onesimus went to Rome? 

11. Can you hide from God and His Church? 
12. Running from his early master, he providentially ran into the arms 

of a new and heavenly Master when he encountered Jesus through 
the preaching of Paul. 

13. What do you think? Had Onesimus heard his master 
speak of this great Christian, Paul? Did he seek him out 
over a guilty conscience, for counsel? Did he stumble 
upon the church in Rome or Paul’s house? 

14. However, they connected, imagine how Paul may have 
shared/applied the Gospel to Onesimus’ situation? 

15. We don’t know the details of Onesimus’ conversion, 
however, what 4 evidences show he was soundly 
converted? 

16. How was he now useful to Paul and Philemon? 

17. The Bible (2 Ti 2:21, 4:11) and historic Christians spoke about the 

virtue of usefulness. Why might we not speak of it much 

today? Why might it be important to recover? 

18. Since your conversion, how have you been useful to the 
Lord? Where can we grow in usefulness? 

19. As much as Paul wanted to keep Onesimus it wasn’t right, for 

Christ’s sake he needed to be reconciled to his master. 

20. What would he have felt at this prospect?  

21. As he went, he was probably comforted by Tychicus, a man of 

standing in church (Col 4:7-9); the letter they carried (Eph Eph 

6:21); and the character and kindness of his master (Philemon 1:4–

7). 

 

NEXT WEEK: June 3- No LGs- Prayer Central  

     May 27 

https://www.markdalebaptist.org/uploads/1/2/1/7/121758488/april_29_eph_6.5-9_slaves_and_masters.pdf

