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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
As we are sure is the case in your churches, the pandemic has changed
so much here.  However, not every change has been a negative thing.  A
door has been opened for evaluating methods and exploring new
strategies.  The missionary task is like being on a battlefield, where it is
impossible to predict what will happen next.  And so, we have to move,
adapt, and look for other ways to reach the goal.  This is what we are
doing.  In our area, there is just a handful of Christians who are living
in towns and villages near Zafra and Almendralejo.  We have not had
anyone to work with that could be described as a true leader, but the
group in Almendralejo has one, Marcos, along with his wife, Cecilia. 
We could have waited a long time for a leader to appear in
Zafra, or we could take advantage of the opportunity to work
with Marcos in order to move toward the objective of a
healthy church.  This would allow us to dedicate ourselves to
the work of the multiplication of disciples.  We chose the
second option, and this has allowed us to explore some new
pathways.

Here is what has happened:
I praise God for my work in SETMEX, the Bible school (although here,
they call it a seminary) that I have often mentioned in my letters,
because through it I have been able to get to know a good number of
Christians in the region.  I met several  who have a heart for the
lost, people who just need to be encouraged and guided
toward reaching others. Last year, when I was teaching a course on
disciple-making movements (DMM), I saw that several of the students
wanted to step out into the adventure with God of making disciples.
 Some of them have already started, including Cati, from the Baptist
church in Merida, whom we have mentioned in previous letters.  She
has begun Bible studies with a neighbour in her apartment building.

I could see the potential in these people, but I felt that most of
them lived outside the reach of my ministry.  I did not have the
time or resources to travel to all of these places each week, most of
them being more than 100 kms from where we live, and I never
imagined that Zoom could be the answer.  Of course, I saw Zoom as
a helpful tool for a team meeting or for teaching a class, but
not for making disciples or coaching leaders, because the
people here would have though that an odd idea; it simply
was not a part of the normal evangelical toolbox.  However,
now everyone uses Zoom.  The conditions are right for trying a new
strategy, and I have had an idea.  It came to me after reading a book
about how some DMMs began in Asia, combining face-to-face visits
with follow-up by video calls using technology such as Zoom and
What’s App.  

Currently, we are working with three groups and possibly
there will be more:

Almendralejo:  The case of Almendralejo is unusual because none of
the members of this group has attended any SETMEX classes.  I have
trusted Marcos’ discernment.  I did not want to invite just anyone,
but those trustworthy people with an obvious burden for the
lost.  Four people were invited, and since Marcos and his wife
are committed to the goal of seeing disciples making
disciples, they are participating in our coaching sessions as
well.  So, there are six people who would like to make
disciples.  We are studying passages about prayer, people of
peace, Bible studies in homes and so on.  We are strictly
following the same steps of a Discovery Bible study that they
will use with their disciples.  I led the first two gatherings, and
after that they have taken turns leading the entire sessions.  In this way,
I am assured that they understand the essence of the DBS method and
are able to carry it out. I am happy with their progress and it is obvious
that they are understanding both the tool (DBS) and the vision.  We
now are able to meet in person once again. Almendralejo is quite near
Zafra.

Please pray for Antonio, Bety, Alejandra, Elena, Marcos,
and Cecilia (see the photo above) that the Lord gives them the
ability to persevere and the confidence to assimilate the vision and
the method we are using in the gatherings. Pray for Francis, a
friend of Antonio's with whom he wants to start studying
the Bible.  Also, pray for fruitfulness.  I would love to see
fruit, that would encourage them, and me as well.

Caceres:  All of the members of this group are, or have been, SETMEX
students. There are two couples and another person.  One of
them, Fernando, is an elder of the Brethren church in
Caceres.  All of them attended my workshop on Disciple-
making Movements a year ago, and they quickly showed
interest in my proposal to work together to form a network of
disciple makers.  I am following the same plan as in Almendralejo. 
Feeling more encouraged and more confident, Jordi and
Maria Isabel have now begun Bible studies with lost
neighbours and have met four times now.  I am thrilled!
Having said that, I would not yet say that a new group has begun or that
Padel and Maria (their neighbours) are in a formal discipleship
process.  We will have to see what happens with this initiative during
the next weeks and months to come. For now, we are greatly
encouraged by the way they are trying to apply what they are
learning as they lead these Bible studies.  We meet by Zoom, but
once a month I travel to visit them in person.

Pray for David, Fernando, Marisa, Jordi, and Maria
Isabel.  Pray for Padel and Maria (Jordi and Maria
Isabel’s contacts) that they will continue meeting to read and
discuss the Bible together. Pray as well for fruit, that all of us will
be strengthened.

Sevilla:  I have mentioned Abraham and Macarena
previously.  Macarena is the daughter of Macarena and
Rafael, from the group in Zafra.  In January, this couple asked me
to help them because they live in a neighbourhood in Sevilla that does
not have any kind of evangelical presence.  Again, I am following the
same plan.  I can see that they are praying and trying to invite
friends to join us in this coaching.  It will be difficult because
Sevilla is currently in lockdown.  Everything is complicated,
but I am pleased with their attitude.  Once again, please pray
for fruit, so that they are strengthened, and me, as well.

I could mention Merdida too:  This is a kind of “surprise” fruit. 
Cati, mentioned earlier, studied in SETMEX, and began a study with a
neighbour after last year’s workshop.  This woman, like several others
from the Baptist church in Merida and the mission points in Trujillo
and Don Benito, was enthusiastic from the start.  So, last spring I went
to see Pastor Fran, along with Phil Berry, as a missionary team. 
Unfortunately, he was not open to our proposal to work with these
people with a focus on disciple-making.  So, I have not had any further
news until this week.  Cati has continued with her Bible study
group, now with eleven women, some of them not yet
believers.  The first woman that she had begun to disciple was
baptized in September.  Cati told me that she had found her calling
in the church during the workshop that I led, and that she is so happy
to be able to disciple others.  She enjoys reading the Bible with them. 
Praise the Lord!  Right now, their meetings are taking place over Zoom.

Pray for Cati in Merida, and also for Ana in Trujillo and
Pedro in Don Benito.  They have the same burden as Cati,
and they are led by the same pastor.  Pray that I can talk with
Pastor Fran again, and that, seeing the results, including
a baptism, he will not be afraid of a new strategy.  Perhaps
he is already more open to it.  It doesn’t matter if I am given the
same freedom as I have with the other groups, but I would love to
be of help.  Unless he changes his mind, I will not be able
to follow up with Cati, Ana, or Pedro, or include them in
our WhatsApp prayer network.  This would be a shame.

Above: A class of SETMEX

Some conclusions:

We are convinced that this has been the right time to adjust our
priorities and the strategy, and, as far as it is possible, to work with
others wherever the Lord gives the opportunity, without being
restricted by a single location or sector.  The objective is simple: 
we want to help and motivate people with a serious desire to
work toward a disciple-making movement, with the end of
seeing multiplying Bible study groups in homes.

Nevertheless, we are asking you to pray because we are still in
the early stages, and it will take time to see if these first
encouraging steps produce fruit. 
Additionally, we are continuing our work with the group in Llerena. 
We are working on introducing the Fellowship’s program, LeadersFor,
through SETMEX.  The choir is “on pause” because of the pandemic.  I
will mention more about these other ministries in our next letter.

May you be encouraged this Christmas!
We would like to wish you all a Merry Christmas.  

This is normally a time of family gatherings.  Perhaps these
gatherings will be smaller than usual because of the limitations

placed upon us, but it is precisely a wonderful opportunity to seek
the Lord with all our heart, without the usual distractions of life.

The following passage has touched me in a special way during
these months of the pandemic because Israel experienced plague,

hunger, and war at the same time. 
Jeremiah 29:11-14: “For I know the plans I have for you,”

declares the Lord. “Plans to prosper you and not to harm you,
plans to give you hope and a future.  Then you will call on me

and come and pray to me, and I will listen to you.  You will seek
me and find me when you seek Me with all your heart.  I will be

found by you,” declares the Lord, “and I will bring you back from
captivity.” (NIV)

As Christians, we know that God has planned a marvelous future
for us.  May this be a source of joy, peace, and security.  Let us
search for Him, and He will be found, in the quiet of this very

different Christmas.

Thank you for praying for us.  Thank you for your
faithful friendship and your trust in us.  May God bless

you!

 

May God bless you all.  Thank you for your prayers!
                                                                Ingrid and Ricardo

Fellowship International exists to catalyze disciple-making movements
in strategic populations by empowering nationals

Fellowship à l'étranger existe pour catalyser des mouvements de
formation de disciples dans des populations stratégiques en équipant

les nationaux
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