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Dear Brothers and Sisters in Christ,
I would like to thank you for the many e-mail messages and phone calls
we have received from those who have wanted to know how we are
doing, and to let us know that you are praying for us. Many thanks. It
has been good for us to hear from you and we are very appreciative.
The first and most important thing is that we are fine, and
during our isolation, we are taking advantage of our time to
communicate with many people, especially with the nonbelievers we know.
Here in Spain, we are all beginning our second two-week
period of mandated isolation at home, but the new cases of
COVID19 and the number of deaths is increasing
exponentially. The government is talking about lengthening the
lock-down and invoking even stricter measures, if the curve of cases is
not flattened. In the great majority of cases, the coronovirus is not
lethal, but it is extremely contagious and spreads very quickly,
and so vulnerable people are easily affected. This explains the
collapse of the emergency rooms and why they are so many deaths.
When the virus attacks a vulnerable person, it is very dangerous.
Even more so here, where the percentage of elderly people is quite
high. It is estimated that the real number of cases in Spain
now is between 500,000 and 700,000, although the official figure
is only 65,000. In fact, the official number only includes diagnosed
cases and/or people admitted to hospitals. Nevertheless, among the
population there are many people who have minor symptoms or no
symptoms at all, but they are carrying the virus and are very
contagious. This is, of course, extremely dangerous for elderly people,
diabetics, and others who are the must vulnerable.
Many seniors’ long-term care residences have seen many deaths in the
last few days because of those who visited during the previous weeks. It
is difficult to think about the fact that many sons or daughters or
grandchildren have caused the death of their loved one, without
knowing it.
In our region, the first cases in Zafra were detected last week,
and the number is growing, as they are in Llerena.

On another topic, as we mentioned earlier, we are trying to stay in
contact with all the believers, with our team (the Yingers, the Berrys,
Rosie, Carolyn and also other pastors and missionaries), and,
especially with those non-believers that we know. We also send
Bible passages with short meditations, and this has allowed us to have
some interesting interchanges with several people. Now we don’t say,
“Shall we get together in your house or mine?” We say, “In your Zoom
or in mine?” This is the platform of the moment.
Pray that the hearts of many will be open to the Gospel and that
we can be a source of peace and hope for many.
Spain is in a state of shock right now because all Holy Week activities
have been canceled due to the quarantine. This means that they won’t
be able to carry their idols through the streets in processions. This is a
very, very strong and old tradition.
Pray that the Lord will open the hearts of people in our circle of
influence. I would like to be able to say, like the apostle Paul, “For
they themselves report what kind of reception you gave us. They tell
how you turned to God from idols to serve the living and true God.” (1
Thessalonians 1:9 NIV).

Ingrid is making masks for the hospital in Zafra. They are in short
supply because the administration was not prepared for this type of
crisis.
Prayer meetings by What’s App video. We also use Zoom to meet with
others.

The Army is deployed to Zafra and they pass by daily with
loudspeakers to remind us that no one can leave their home without
valid reason.

We thank the Lord for protecting our daughter and our
neighbors around our house in Montreal last night. A large
fire broke out in the house behind our house. We had to call our
insurance companies because there is some damage but nothing
major. Thank you Lord!

May God bless you all. Thank you for your prayers!
Ingrid and Ricardo
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