WHY AN EVENING SERVICE?

A question for everyone.
CHRISTOPHER W. CROCKER

Our evening service stands as part of a long history of spiritual discipline. It enables us to hallow
and profit from the whole Lord’s Day' through worship, discipleship and fellowship. It builds
healthy Christians and churches. It is one of our church’s two main gatherings and open for other
area Christians, whose churches don’t have evening services.

I. The Back Story

Prior to the 1950s most churches in Ontario had two worship services, one in the morning and
another in the evening. The advent of the television changed that and statistics show how TV
soon replaced the evening service for many churches. As a result, today in many church
traditions, an evening service is a rarity and even an oddity. Yet, many famous churches have
had evening services: C.H. Spurgeon’s Metropolitan Tabernacle, Martin Lyold Jones’
Westminster Chapel or John MacArthur’s Grace Community Church. Even in Ontario there are
examples of evening services. The spiritual health of our churches certainly did not benefit from
gathering together less frequently (Heb 10:25).

II. Personal Testimony

I’ve worshipped on the Lord’s Day on four different continents and have seen services structured
many different ways. When I lived in the UK there were 11 healthy churches within a 20 minute
drive that had an evening service. I’ve now worshipped consistently each Lord’s Day evening for
well over a decade. I have also my son has had the privilege of doing the same since he was a
babe in arms—he’s known nothing different than this crowning rhythm.? The evening service is
the highlight of my week. While I recognize an evening service is not expressly commanded in
Scripture, a divinely appointed day is and that bookending that day with an evening service is a
healthy spiritual practice and rhythm, and indeed part of an ancient tradition.

IIlI. Reasons

Below are 8 reasons to consider ending the Lord’s Day in worship:

v Bookending the Lord’s Day in worship helps to hallow the whole of His day, sanctify and
disciple us, prepare us for the coming week and is a great public witness;

v" Tt follows a deep Christian tradition stretching back to the pattern of Temple worship (Ex
29:38-9; Ps 92), through to worship patterns in the early Church (Pliny, Eusebius),
Medieval vespers and the post-Reformation practice of gathering in the morning and
evening. The evening service is an ancient practice;

T1t’s not just the Lord’s hour or the Lord’s morning but the Lord’s Day (Rev 1:10).
2 Growing up, the two churches | was a member at had occasional or monthly evening services.



IV.

o Ps 92, a psalm for the Sabbath, says, “to declare your steadfast love in the
morning and your faithfulness by night.”

It affords us a double opportunity and blessing to gather before the Lord and enjoy the
gift of His day:

o To bring Him our worship.

To observe the ordinances.

To sit under the sound of the Gospel and be built up in the faith (Jude 20).
To enjoy Christian fellowship and minister to one another’s needs.

To enjoy His special presence in the gathered church (c.f. Mt 18:20).

= “If we are present where he is present there is no telling what blessing we
may enjoy at his hand. We may look for it expectantly.”- Unknown

It helps resist the societal tendency to marginalize God.

o “Are we wiser and better Christians than all those who have gone before us or is it
because actually we are succumbing to the secular spirit of our age which
marginalizes God? Have we fallen into just doing the minimum”- John Benton

Even if these reasons haven’t compelled you, submitting to the wholesome practice of
your local church that has an evening service should be reason enough.
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FAQs

There are certainly legitimate reasons why you might not, from time to time, not be able to
attend the evening service. These answers help to overcome some common objections.

a.

I’'m too busy: You’re not busy at all. The Lord has given you a whole day of rest. We
gather because we’ve nothing better to do! Nothing should take priority over the Lord.
The timing doesn’t work: Most churches space out their morning and evening services
to allow families time to eat and spend time together. Our actions follow our hearts.
That’s my supper time: Surely, for the Lord, your routine can be amended one day of
the week. Besides, many churches have refreshments afterwards, you won’t go hungry!
I have children: Introducing children to the routine, getting them out the door, etc, can
all be a challenge. However, families have done this for millennia and the families who
do practice it are a testament that it can be done. My son knows nothing else. Try
coming at least bi-weekly or having one parent bring the older children or watch online.
I have to work the next morning: If you work very early then that is appreciated.
However, given you’ve had a whole day of rest and most services are early evening
(ours is 6 p.m.) means that you should be able to get to bed in good time.

I’'m elderly or don’t drive at night: Evenings can be harder for seniors and yet seniors
well into their 90s have been known to regularly still be able to frequent the evening
service. Night driving can likewise be a challenge in the winter, try carpooling. If age or
nighttime continue to be an obstacle, try the suggestion below:

1 live too far away to make the trip: This can be challenging. While carpooling may
alleviate the cost it can’t redeem the time. However, most churches have electronic
means to join the service so join online instead.



